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YOUR BOARD MEMBERS

Officers:
TBA, president
Ellen Roston, 1st Vice Pres.
Annelise Reunert, 2nd Vice Pres.
Jo Matthews, Treasurer
Gail Honea, Secretary

Directors:
Melinda Beckett
Ann Davis
Vivian Faircloth
Shirley Lewis-Brown 
Adele Lott
Paula Montgomery
Charlyle Parrish
Brenda Passaur
Enid Sissskin
Jane Spruill

Off-Board Action Team Leaders
Janet deLorge, Naturalization
Mary Gutierrez, Solar Co op Initiative
Penny Rice, Education Observer
Cathy Scott, Membership 

Nominating Committee 
Janet deLorge, Chair
Linda Harris   Vivian Faircloth
Elizabeth King Annelise Reunert

Contact Us

www.lwvpba.org  
LWVPBA facebook page

lwvpba@gmail.com  
 Phone: (850)937-7769 

LWV - www.lwv.org
LWV Florida - www.lwvfl.org

Mark your calendar for September 21, 2019, 10:15 am,
League meeting at the Tryon Branch Library: The US
Constitution: An Evolving Document with Emphasis on
Voting and Equal Rights.  Our Speaker is Dr. Elizabeth
King, PHD Political Science, who has also taught
Constitutional Law.

Meet the New Board Members 

Adele Lott

I am originally from Detroit, MI. but lived for 35 years in
Cooperstown NY. I served on the board of directors for
Literacy Volunteers, the National Alliance for Mental
Illness and the Institutional Review Board of Bassett
Healthcare there. I worked as a Special Education
Counselor for 26 years, working primarily with
Behaviorally Disordered youth . Our move to Pensacola
two years ago was a dream of a retirement by the beach
come true. 

Jo Matthews

Jo grew up traveling the U.S. and abroad as part of a
military family.  She and her husband Sam moved to
Pensacola in 1980.  Jo graduated from the University of
West Florida with a B.S. in System Science and an
M.B.A.  She retired from her career with General
Dynamics Information Technology (GDIT) as Director of
Technology Programs. In her career, Jo led software

development and Telecommunication projects for the Department of Defense. 
Jo is currently volunteering with IMPACT 100, Sunday's Child, Council of
Neighborhood Association Presidents of Pensacola, and Take Stock in Children. 
She and Sam, who is also retired as a member of the faculty of Psychology at the
University of West Florida, plan on pursuing their love of cycling and kayaking
and participating in the continued growth of Pensacola through their volunteer
activities.

Brenda Passaur

Brenda Passaur grew up in the Annapolis, Maryland area
before moving to Tampa, Florida, in 1977.  She moved to
Pensacola with husband Richard and daughter Samantha
in 2001.  Brenda worked for law firms for 35 years until
retiring in 2015 as Training and Support Coordinator for
Clark Partington in Pensacola.  She spends most days
watching her granddaughter, Madisyn, and enjoys yoga,
tai chi, traveling to Ireland and Scotland, and spending
time with family and friends.  Brenda joined the

LWVPBA in September of 2018.
Continued on page 2... New Board

http://www.lwvpba.org
http://www.facebook.com/pages/League-of-Women-Voters-of-the-Pensacola-Bay-Area/324634724259495
mailto:lwvpba@gmail.com
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Continued from page 1 ...New Board

Jane Spruill

Jane Spruill has been a member of
the LWV for two years and is a new
Board Member.  Jane is a native of
Texas and a former Navy wife. She
and LCDR Don Spruill (Retired)
lived in Spain before moving to
Pensacola in 1988.  Jane spent 27
years as a college professor in the

Teacher Education program at Pensacola State College.
While at PSC, she was selected for the Academy of
Teaching Excellence and served as a board member for
the Faculty Association. 

Jane retired in 2016 and is enjoying traveling, often
to Austin, Texas, to see children and grandchildren as
well as a few destination vacations each year. She says,
"I am continually impressed with the quality of
programs and projects in which the LWV membership
participates. I have so much to learn from the
passionate members of this organization!"

Betsy Werre

Betsy has recently retired from
Pensacola State College after 30 years
of teaching in the Education
Department.   She has been in the
Education field for 44 years, in Pre-K,
elementary and college age settings. It
amazes her that her oldest son chose
to become a teacher, teaching math
and science in New Mexico. Her

youngest son received his Masters in Environmental
Sustainability.   Her husband also recently retired as a
Child Advocacy attorney.  Betsy is excited to work
with the League to register young voters for the
upcoming elections.  

League 100th Birthday Celebration
We are working on plans for the League's 100 year

celebration.  As long time League members, we want to
tap your knowledge of the LWVPBA and LWVF. 
Please let us know of activities/actions that should be
highlighted.   We will use the information either at the
celebration and/or a Viewpoint in the PNJ near our
anniversary.

You are also asked to share photos of League
members/activities as well as any articles that may have
appeared in the Pensacola News Journal. 

Thank you for your assistance.   If you know of
others who could assist us in this effort please share
this request with them or let us know whom to contact.

Elizabeth King
On behalf of the planning group

LWVF Convention 2019 
Paula Montgomery

T
he 37th Biennial convention of the Florida League of
Women Voters was held in Naples, Florida, in June, with
approximately 200 members in attendance from
throughout the state.   Paula Montgomery served as a

delegate from the Pensacola Bay Area.  Patti Brigham was
re-elected as LWVF president and the incoming Board of
Directors slate was approved.

CONVENTION ACTIONS 
! A letter of thanks was sent to Governor DeSantis for his veto

of the anti-home rule HB 771, which would have made it
impossible for local municipalities to enact bans on plastic
straws.     

! A letter was sent to Senators Rubio and Scott, as well as the
Governor, calling for the closure of the Homestead
Temporary Shelter for Unaccompanied Children in
Miami-Dade.

CONVENTION ACTIVITIES
A caucus, led by Sally Butzin of Tallahassee, was held with

other members from Northwest Florida. Monica Douglas and
Kiely Darlo represented the Okaloosa-Walton League. Cecile
Scoon from Panama City participated, along with four members
from Tallahassee.  Ideas were exchanged about fund raising and
recruiting new and younger members to the League. 

The plenary session included a presentation on the 2020
census and the importance of participation by all members. It is
important that the census be accurate and each person be
recorded.  The problem is that many people are afraid that if they
comply with the count, they will be identified as undocumented,
whether they are or not, and deported.  

 Paula Montgomery was surprised to be called to the stage to
be presented the Empowering Voters and Defending Democracy
Award, in recognition of our local League's advocacy efforts in
Juvenile Justice, resulting in reducing by 61% the rate at which
Escambia County juveniles are directly filed as adults in
Escambia County.  

Workshops were held on topics of interest to League.
Included were:

• Juvenile Justice discussion by Paula and Charlotte
Nycklemoe, with two main foci: Civil Citations and Direct
File. 

• Actions to Reduce Poverty in Florida: League Challenges 
• Civics Education: Civility and Critical thinking 
• What Happens when a Child Breaks Florida Law 
• Why Home Rule is Under Attack with Preemptive

Legislation 
• Voluntary Pre Kindergarten: the Need for Early Intervention 
• Sex Ed in the Sunshine State   
• Grant Writing 
• National Popular Vote 
• Gun Safety
• Fundraising
• Vote 411
• The Centennial
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Gun Safety Committee Report
Elizabeth King, Kinge3324@gmail.com

B
an Assault Weapons Now! officially reached the
100,000-petition-signature milestone, qualifying
the constitutional amendment for review by the
Florida Supreme Court. A press conference was

held to share this exciting news!  
Due to the recently enacted legislation, the Ban

Assault Weapons Now! has changed the amendment
petition for volunteer gatherers.  Download the new
version by visiting bawnfl.org.  Please mail any ‘old'
petitions immediately to the address provided on the
petition and immediately begin gathering petitions with
the latest version.

Check out the article on 10 years of school shootings at
CNN.com here. “How US Gun Culture Compares with
the World” is here. 

Voter Service Report
 Charlyle Parrish, ccparrishs@usa.net

For Santa Rosa County residents only:  The Special
Election, scheduled for August 27, has been moved to
October 8, 2019. The election is for approval of the
"one cent sales tax" for infrastructure uses. There will
be no early voting; however "vote by mail" ballots will
be available. Registered voters must vote only at their
designated polling places from 7:00am - 7:00pm.
Questions: (850) 983-1900 & www.votesantarosa.com.

Changes in Florida Law

1. Three new questions have been added to the Voter
Registration Form to "clarify" if a person has been
adjudicated guilty of a felony and if their voting rights

have been restored.  You
can see the new form at
RegisterToVoteFlorida.gov.
The new form will be used
at upcoming Voter
Registration events.

2.  2020 Primary Election date has been changed to
August 18, 2020. Please mark your calendar.  This
change states there must be 11, rather than 10, weeks
between the Primary and the General Election.

3.  The deadline for requesting mail-in ballots has been
moved from 6 days before Election Day to 10 days
before the election.

4. Starting in the 2020 elections, all materials and
ballots will be in both English and Spanish throughout
the state.

5.  If you want to make a change in party, it must be made 29
days before a Primary Election.

6.  A last-minute amendment slipped into the bill also included
a parking requirement, specifically aimed at limiting the ability
to use college or university campuses as early voting sites. This
action effectively prevents young Floridians from exercising
their right to vote.  The Andrew Goodman Foundation, along
with a group of 8 Florida college students and the Florida
League of Women Voters, amended a lawsuit challenging this 
new election law.

As new rules are posted, I will see that all members are
informed of the additions and changes.  Stay tuned!

Voter Service Summer Activities 

1.  May 23, 2019: Charlyle Parrish did a live interview for
Escambia Citizens Watch - this is a non-partisan public interest
streaming platform on Facebook and YouTube.
Topic:  "How the 2019 Florida Legislature did on the LWVFL
priority issues"

2. May 13, 2019: "Critical Conversation" event sponsored by
Donna Harper and the Escambia Education Association

a. Voter information /dates about the 2020 elections;  45
Guides to Elected Officials were distributed;
b. League Volunteers:  Shirley Lewis-Brown, Rainer
Olafsson and Charlyle Parrish

3. June 15, 2019: PensacolaPride 2019 at Seville Square 
a. Six new voter registrations forms were collected along
with 2 updated voter registration forms; Volunteers: Cathy
Scott (provided tent and table), Haley Richards, Ellen
Roston, Doreen Swartz, Penny Fendt, Mary Louise Winter,
Adelle Lott, Enid Sisskin, Charlyle Parrish, and Brenda
Passaur
b. 42 BAWN (Ban Assault Weapons NOW) petitions were
collected.

Enid Sisskin and
Adele Lott are
assisting a new voter
with registration.

https://www.cnn.com/interactive/2019/07/us/ten-years-of-school-shootings-trnd/
https://www.cnn.com/2017/10/03/americas/us-gun-statistics/index.html
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Paula Montgomery received Empowering Voters and
Defending Democracy Award from Charlotte Nycklemoe,
chair of the Florida Juvenile Justice committee.

League in Action

i Paula Montgomery spoke to the Pensacola Lions
Club on the juvenile justice system and cogently
laid out the case for a hearing to determine if a
juvenile suspected of a crime should be tried in an
adult criminal court or remain in juvenile justice
system.

i To minimize the impact of SB 7066 on Amendment
4, the League of Women Voters of Florida has
launched training programs for attorneys and
non-lawyer volunteers willing to assist returning
citizens to avoid penalties when they register to
vote.

The Florida Bar has approved training for two
Continuing Legal Education (CLE) credit hours
and accreditation from the American Bar
Association is pending. Lawyers and others seeking
to take the training may sign up at:
bit.ly/implementationcle.  For more information,
contact League Rights Restoration Chair Cecile
Scoon at cecile@lwvfl.org. 

i The Florida Rights Restoration Coalition has
created a path to remove financial barriers placed
so one can exercise the right to vote. Apply at
floridarrc.com/fines. Spread the word!

i Pensacola native Georgia Blackmon, a civic,
cultural and political leader in Escambia County,
was presented with the Making Democracy Work
Award at the Annual Meeting. Blackmon has been
a champion for more than 30 years in the African
American Community to ensure its inclusion as an
integral component in the leadership and decision
making of local government. She has worked to
educate the general public on the role of African
Americans, who have contributed to the prosperity,
growth and positive direction of the area. 

Welcome New members
 

Comstock, Jack

Lisa Espenscheid

Ann KS Robinson  

Myra Van Hoose

Members’ contact information is contained in the  Membership

Roster.  If you have not received the latest one or have a 

correction, contact Cathy Scott,  basketbabe at mchsi.com or 396-

5727.

Empowering Voters 
Defending Democracy

Calendar

August
12 Monday, 6 pm, Escambia - Santa Rosa Solar + Storage

Co-op meeting.  Ever’man Educational Center, 327 W.
Garden St.

13 Tuesday 6 pm, Escambia-Santa Rosa Solar + Storage
Co-op meeting, Tiger Point Park Community Center, 1370
Tiger Park Lane, Gulf Breeze.  For information contact
Mary Gutierrez, 5497472.

14 Wednesday, Gun Safety Committee, Contact Elizabeth
King for details.

17 Saturday, 10:15 am - 2 pm, Voter Registration for
Escambia PTA at Pensacola State College gym at the
Vendor Fair for teachers.

26 Monday, Women’s Equality Day

27 Tuesday, 6:00 pm, Women’s Issues Discussion Group,
Downtown Library, 239 N Spring St. For information
contact Brenda Passaur at bpassaur@netscape.net

September
3 Tuesday, 5:30 pm, Board Meeting, Downtown Library,

239 N. Spring St.  Members  welcome!

21 Saturday, 10:15 am, General League Meeting, Tryon
Branch Library, 1200 Langley Ave, Speaker: Dr Elizabeth
King, The US Constitution: An Evolving Document with
Emphasis on Voting and Equal Rights plus Q&A.

mailto:cecile@lwvfl.org.


  The Voter   page 5 Summer 2019   

League of Women Voters of the
Pensacola Bay Area

DIVERSITY POLICY
Adopted October 13, 1999

T
he LWVPBA, in both its values and practices,
affirms its belief and commitment to diversity
and pluralism, which means there shall be no
barriers to participation in any activity of the

LWV on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual
orientation, national origin or disability.

The LWVPBA recognizes that diverse perspectives are
important and necessary for responsible and
representative decision making. LWV subscribes to the
belief that diversity and pluralism are fundamental to
the values it upholds and that this inclusiveness
enhances the organization’s ability to respond more
effectively to changing conditions and needs.

The LWVPBA affirms its commitment to reflecting the
diversity of the community in its board and programs.

The Board of Directors recognize that diverse
perspectives are important and necessary for
responsible and representative decision making, and
subscribe to the belief that diversity and pluralism are
fundamental to the values they uphold.

The League’s standards on diversity cover many groups
of people not currently represented in any significant
numbers within the League, even though the
individuals agree with the League’s principles. The
board recognizes that achieving diversity within the
League will be a long-term process that must be
carefully managed to assure success. Therefore, it is
determined that the plan of action to achieve diversity
would focus on race and ethnicity first and then take on
a broader scope after substantial progress in these areas
has been made.

LWV’s new solidarity and action statement against
white supremacy here.

Escambia-Santa Rosa Solar +
Storage Co-op Workshop

What is a solar co-op?
Mary Gutierrez, League Regional Solar Coordinator, 549-7472

A
ccording to the U.S. Energy Information Administration, U.S.
electrical generation by solar is up by 30% compared to last
year. Compared to the first nine months of 2017, solar
expanded by 30.3% and wind grew by 14.5%. This gain

continues to close the gap between renewables and coal, with coal use
dropping by 5.4%. Coal now provides 27% of electrical generation
compared to 30% a year ago and 48% a decade ago. Let's continue to
bring this number down. Solar United Neighbors and the League of
Women Voters with partners such as Earth Ethics, Coastal Community
Cleanup and others bring communities together into a co-op to
leverage bulk-purchasing power to get discounted pricing and quality
installation of solar panels.  To date, 40 solar co-ops have been
implemented in Florida, helping 1,250 homeowners go solar across the
State, resulting in $22.3 million of economic investment and creating
302 jobs. 

The Escambia - Santa Rosa Solar Co-op has selected an installer!
The installer agreements have been finalized and training with the
installer is upcoming. Stay tuned for a press release sharing the news. 

It's not too late to join us to learn more about the solar co-op. Our
next meetings are:

Monday, August 12 - 6 p.m., Ever'man Education Center, 327 West
Garden Street, Pensacola, FL 32502, Click here to RSVP

Tuesday, August 13 - 6 p.m., Tiger Point Park - Community Center
1370 Tiger Park Ln, Gulf Breeze, FL 32563. Click here to RSVP

The co-op closes September 6th so join us now!

Consulta nuestro FAQ para más información sobre la tecnología solar
y el proceso de comprar e instalar su sistema solar.

Contributions have been received in Memory of

William Kolb by Carolyn Kolb and Anonymous.

Help Wanted - Temporary typist position to restore “When
Women Vote”, originally published July 1995.  This is a study
of the Pensacola suffragist movement and the founding and
history of the LWV of the Pensaola Bay Area. Contact Vivian
Faircloth, vfaircloth@iname.com.

https://www.lwv.org/newsroom/press-releases/league-joins-partners-solidarity-and-action-statement-against-white?fbclid=IwAR0sp_ttyqdG7cOtC439Oc1f95maJvCA7RMXoY3z8D9iXghwNyQ2l3KBHiQ
https://secure.everyaction.com/zbpx3iTC00mghgK9kB783w2
https://secure.everyaction.com/bm2Vi_fjT0KANwJi39ExBg2
https://www.solarunitedneighbors.org/en-espanol/
mailto:vfaircloth@iname.com.
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In 1949 the League of Women Voters Pensacola Bay Area was formed as a non-partisan political organization
of men and women who encourage informed and active participation in government.  The League conducts studies
and following consensus, takes positions on major public policy issues.  Through education and advocacy, the
League works to inform the electorate and impact legislation.

                                        Join the League of   Women Voters Today!

Empowering voters. Defending democracy

It’s easy!  Just send your check to:

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS  g  P.O. Box 2023, Pensacola, FL 32513 or PayPal here.

Name _________________________________________ Bi rth date   ____________  New Mbr? Yes/No

Address: _____________________________________ Ci ty _________State ____Zip_______________

Home phone (___)___________ Other (___)____________E-mail ______________________________ 

Add Family Member(s): ________________________        ____________________________________

DUES: $60.00 ______ Additional Mbrs @ $30 _______ Contribution_______ TOTAL____________     

Dues are FREE for a student enrolled in a certificate or degree program. 

� I’m renewing my membership.

Membership dues and gifts to the League of Women Voters are not deductible as charitable contributions for tax purposes.  (Tax deductible

contributions require a separate check written to the LWV Florida Education Fund and should be sent to our local treasurer.)

P. O. Box 2023

Pensacola, FL 32513

I am interested in the following areas (Circle all interests)
Education Natural Resources Juvenile Justice Speaker’s Bureau

Voter Service Growth Management Website  Observer Corps

Membership Legislative Action Hospitality Naturalization

Newsletter Voter Registration Publicity Social Media

Women’s Issues Gun Safety Communications

https://www.paypal.com/us/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=3D-TKnq7qe5nV2vnNQRAYq1wu0NCcKopglA60Gcie4wybvT08m2o-xv-gOS&dispatch=50a222a57771920b6a3d7b606239e4d529b525e0b7e69bf0224adecfb0124e9b61f737ba21b0819854c9344d44ba73d0e985f103871e284d
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